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EO 11652 NA 
TAGS: PFOR MILI VE 

SUB J : REPORTED VENEZUELAN PURCHASE OF MILITARY TRANSPORT 
EQUIPMENT 

1. CARACAS DAILY EL UNIVERSAL ON MARCH 19 CARRIES AN AP REPORT 
FROM WASHINGTON THAT THE DEPT OF DEFENSE HAS INFORMED THE 

US CONGRESS THAT IT PLANS TO SELL PONTOON BRIDGES AND TRUCKS TO 
VENEZUELA FOR $51.1 MILLION AND TO PROVIDE SPARE PARTS AND TRAINING 
IN THE USE OF THIS EQUIPMENT. 

2. ACCORDING TO THE EMBASSY'S INFO, THE VENEZUELAN ARMY 

IS INTERESTED IN PURCHASING TRANSPORT EQUIPMENT, BUT IS CONSIDERING 
AN EXPENDITURE OF ONLY $2 MILLION TO $5 MILLION. 

MOD SOURCES CONSIDER THE AP STORY A TOTAL FABRICATION AND ARE 
IRRITATED BY IT, ESPECIALLY IN VIEW OF FALSE AFP REPORT ON MAR 17 
OF THE SALE OF "SAB RE” JETS TO RHODESIA (CARACAS 3040). MOD 
OFFICIALS ARE DETERMINED TO FIND THE SOURCE OF THESE INACCURATE 
REPORTS AND TEND TO POINT THEIR FINGER AT WASHINGTON. WHEN WE 
OBSERVED THAT THE "SABRE" JET ARTICLE EMANATED FROM AFP, MOD 
OFFICIALS RESPONDED THAT UPI PICKED UP THE STORY AND THAT AP WAS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 CARACA 03069 191700Z 

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE FABRICATION ABOUT A $51 MILLION EQUIPMENT 
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PURCHASE. THESE MOD OFFICIALS SAID THAT THEY PLANNED TO TELEPHONE 
THE VENEZUELAN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON IMMEDIATELY AND ASK THE 
EMBASSY TO INVESTIGATE THESE STORIES. 

3. REQUEST DEPT TO PROVIDE US WITH BACKGROUND INFO 
ON THIS AP STORY. 
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